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COVENT GARDEN THEATRE. 

London Assurance was again performed last evening, with Beauty 
and the Beast. Those accomplished dancers, Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert, will 
take a Benefit conjointly with Mr. Grogan, the box-book keeper, onWed- 
nesday next, when, in addition to the Comedy of London Assurance, 
the Ballet of Auld Robin Gray will be presented, as also the laughable 
Farce, Brother Ben. 

HAY-MARKET THEATRE. 

My Little Adopted, The Philosophers of Berlin, and The Child of 
the Wreck, were the amusements here last night. This evening Mr. C. 
Kean, and Miss E. Tree, will appear in the Play of TheStranger. The 
other entertainments are Suzanne, and A Nabob for an Hour. 

Ancient Theatres, &c.—No. 1.—-The first Greek Theatre, at least at 
Athens, was a temporary structure of boards, removed after the perform- 
ances were closed. This fashion continued until the erection of the The- 
atre of Bacchus, at Athens, which served as a model for the others. The 
Greek Theatre is no more than a concave sweep, scooped out of the hol- 
low of a hill, generally facing the sea. The sweep was filled with seats, 
rising above each other, and ascended by stair-cases, placed like the radi 
This semi-circular form was adopted, not merely for conve- 
nience of vision, but for aid to the sound. This range for spectators was 
called the colon, or hoilow, and answered to our boxes. The area below 
was the conistra or pit. There was no superstructure for a gallery, but 
around the ruin of the building were porticos by which the spectators 
entered, and whither they could retire if it rained. The portico, just 
above the highest corridor or lobby was denominated the cercys, and 
used by the women. Where now is the orchestra, was a platform called 
by that name, and here, among the Greeks, were stationed the musicians, 
chorus, and mimicks ; among the Romans, the emperor, senate, and other 
persons of quality. Seven fect above the orchestra, and eleven above the 
conistra, or pit, was the front stage or proscenium, upon which stood an 
altar for Apollo. Here the principal actors performed, and the site of 
the altar was devoted to the dances and songs of the chorus. The part 
called the scene was in line with the ornamental columns upon the sides 
of the stage, still retained. The back of the stage was devoted to ma- 
chinery, as now. Of this part so little remains that it is thought to have 
been constructed of wood and moveable. 

The Roman Theatres, as appears from the remains at Pompeii, were 
of similar D form. Two lofty arched doorways entered into the pit. In 
the front of the stage, which is very shallow, is a modern pew-like or- 
chestra. The proscenium is very narrow, and instead of a drop-scene is 
the elisium, a house, narrow, with a kind of bow window front in the 
centre, and a door on each side ; for Pollux says, that a house with two 
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stories formed part of the stage, whence old women and panders used to 
Jook down and peep about them. Within the house were apartments. 
Around the back of the stage was a porticus. At Herculaneum, on a 
balustrade which divided the orchestra from the stage, was found a row 
of statues, and on each side of the pulpitum, an equestrian figure. Be- 
low the Theatres (the great and small) was a large square, constructed, 
says Vitruvius, for the reception of the audience in bad weather. It con- 
sists of Doric columns, around an open area, forming an ample portico 
for this purpose, whilst under it were a soap manufactory. oil mill, corn 
mill, and prison. An inner logia was connected with a suite of apart- 
ments. There was an exedra or recess. 
E’ashionable Lounges. 
To the Editor of The Theatrical Observer, 

Dear Mr. Eprror.—Just wish to say a word—beg pardon, but will you excuse 
me—I have to mention that [ve arranged so as to rub shoulders with my friends 
and the fashionable world at one or other of the Grand Lounges about town :— 

Monday, stroilto Mapane Tussaup’s elegant Exhibition, Golden Corinthian 
Saloon, Baker Street, Portman Square.—Just added to her unrivalled collection, 
the celebrated Coronation Robes of his late Majesty George IVth., which cost the 
enormous sum of 18,000/ (embroidered by the Messrs. Holbecks,) which far sur- 
pass in magnificence anything ever worn by a British Monarch—A Room, &c. has 
been fitted up to correspond in splendor. Brave Napier is also to be seen here. 

Tuesday, visit Tus Diorama, Regent’s Park.—Just opened with a New 
Exhibition representing The Shrine of the Nativity at Bethlehem, taken from a 
sketch made on the spot by D. Roberts, R.A., in 1839; and The Interior of the 
Cathedral of Auch, in the South of France, with various effects of light and 
shade. Both Pictures are painted by M. Renoux. They are truly beautiful, and 
will well repay a visit to this fashionable lounge. Open from Ten till Five. 

Wednesday, I am to be found admiring the beautiful collection of Paintings at 
the Socretry or Bririsu Arvrists, Suffolk Street, Pell-mall, East, which is now 
open for the season—crowded with fashionables—Adimission Is. 

In my way from the Theatre, drop into the Harmonie Meeting, held at Evans's 
Grand Hotel, King Street, Covent Garden, quite delighted with the excellence of 
the singing—commences every evening at ten c’clock. When Mrs. P. is out of 
town, stay a week, and only pay a guinea for bed and breakfast. I’m always to 
be found on Saturday, at half-past iive, at the Convivial Dinner held here. 

Thursday, go to the Cosmorama itooms, 209, Regent Street, to view the new 
and beautiful views now exhiviiing here; they ere of the most interesting desecrip- 
tion, and deserve the patronage they receive. 

Friday. took a peep at the ‘i’ #Aamrs TUNNEL, which is now open every day from 
nine o'clock in the morning until dark, (entrance on the Surrey side of the river, 
close toRotherhithe Church. The Tranel and Shield are lighted with gas, and vi- 
sitors can now walk under the entire breadih of the River, up to the Shield, which 
is advanced as far as theCompany’s Wharf at Wapping. 

Afterwards called at EmMervv’s, 27, Holborn Hill, to view his Novel Pen Maker, 
by which any one can make a superior Pen in less than ene minute! also his im- 
proved Needle Threader, to enable Ladies, whose sight is impaired to thread their 
needles with the gre2ztest ease—a most ingenious contrivance. 

“ Why is Perrine called the Universal Hatter ?”—‘* Becouse be supplies all 
fashions and size, all soris and all prices.”—Perring’s Hats are noi to be equalled 
for cheapness, lightness, and durability, at 10s.6d. to 21s. each. - 85, Strand, and 
251, Resent Street. 

“ All good spiriis come to my Bech,” at his Dr. Johnson’s Tavern, Bolt Ceurt, 
Fleet Street,—where you mect excellent company—eapital fare at fair prices—de- 
lightful singing—(commences every evening at a quarter to nine,) cigars, billiards, 
good beds, and an enticing bil! of fare. . 

Pop into Jeffreys and Nelson’s, Music-Publishers, 21, Soho Square, for the music 
of the New Quadrille, “ The Blue Beiles of England,? composed by Viscountes 
C—. A charming set of Quadrilles ; they will be the new feature in the forth- 
coming re-union at Almacks. The music is delightfully appropriate, and the title- 
page of the work is adorned by exquisite portraits of three of the most illus- 
trious members of the Belles-lettres. 

Saturday, I eximine Miss Linwoon’s curious Needle Work, Leicester Square— 
lately added other beautiful specimens of her art.— But I intrude —beg pardon— 
Your’s, &c.—PAUI, PRY ; 
































Theatre Royal, Covent Garden. 


This Evening, (65th Time) a New Comedy, in Five Acts, entitled 


LONDON 
ASSU RANCE. 


Sir Harcourt Courtly, Bart. Mr W. FARREN, 
Max Harkaway, Esq. .......-.. Mr BARTLEY, 
Mr Charles Courtly, Mr ANDERSON, 

Mr Adolphus Spanker ...... seece.. Mr KEELEY, 
Mr Dazzle..... MrCHARLES MATHEWS, 
Mark Meddle, Mr HARLEY, 

Cool, Mr BRINDAL, Isaacs, Mr C. J. SMITH, 
Martin, MrAYLIFFE, Simpson, Mr HONNER, 
Grace Harkaway, Madame VESTRIS, 

Lady Gay Spanker............ Mrs NISBETT, 
Pert, Mrs HUMBY. 





After which, (40th Time, ) an entirely New and Original Grand Comic, Ro- 
mantic, Operatic, Melo-Dramatic, Fairy Extravaganza, in Two Acts, 
founded on the Nursery Tule, and entitled 


BEAUTY: THE BEAST 


The Scenery by the Messrs. GRIEVE. 





Beauty ... seo see see cue nee ees ees ~=0 Madame VESTRIS, 
The Beast, alias Prince Azor, Mr W. HARRISON, 
Sir Aldgate Pump ... (Beauty's Father,) .... Mr J. BLAND, 


John Quill, (his ex-clerk and present humbleServant )Mr HARLEY, 
Dressalinda, f NiesiateieMitemics | Miss RAINFORTH, 
Marrygolda, y ?°U™9 SPEster"Ss § Miss GRANT, 

Queen of the Roses cutee cain, Meceet ee aaa Miss LEE, 
Members of the Parliament of Roses—Mesdames Cross, Jackson, Lane, Collett, &c 
Zephyrs, (in Waiting —Mesdames Payne, Ryals, Kendall, &c 
Driver of Fairy Omnibus, MissK ENDALL, Cad, Mast.MARSHALL 
Period of tie Action—* Whichever you please, my pritty little dears.” 

The Costumes, from no Authority whatever. 

The SCENERY (PAINTED ON THE SPOT) as follows : 
TheHouse of Roses opened by theQueen in Person.—Parlour in “ Pump’s 

Folly,” Brixton.—A Forest (Snow Scene).—Enchanted Gardens of 
thePalace of the Beast.—“ Pump’s Folly.” (as before).—Saloon in the 
Beast’s Palace.—Beauty’s Dream. 
Zephyrs, Mr GILBERT and Master MARSHALL, 
Esprits dektose, MissesBALLIN, MARSHALL & FAIRBROTHER. 
Act 2.—Beauty’s Boudoir in the Palace of the Beast—* Pump’s Folly,” 
(as before).—Grotto in the Gardens of the Palace (Moonlight).— 
Throne Room in the Palace of Prince Azor.—Gathering of the the 
Roses-—The Queen’s State Carriage, (from the Repository of Mr. W. 
Bradwell). 


To-morrcw, London Assurance, and Beauty and the Beast. 











Theatre Royal, Drury Lane. 
GERMAN OPERA. 


This Evening, WEBER’s Opera, in Three Acts, of 


Der Freischutz ! 


The SCENERY painted entirely new, by Mr. C. MARSHALL 











Ottaker, (Duke of Bohemia) Herr STEINER, 
Cuno, (Keeper of the Forest} Herr EMMERICK, 
Caspar, (First Huntsman) Herr STAUDIGL, 
Max.. (Second Huntsman)... Herr HAITZINGER, 
Samiel,(theBlack Huntsman)HerrF ROITZHEIM., 
A Hermit, Herr HERMANNS, 

Kilian .. (a rich Farmer) .. Herr HITTI, 


Agatha,(daughter toCuno) Mad. S. HEINEFETTER 
Annchen, (cousin to Agatha) Mad. SCHUMANN. 


Bridesmaids and Huntsmen by 


By the following Chorus. — 


Under the Direction of Herr BAERWOLF. 
Mesdames Baumann, Derrst, Vasen, Stoeger. &c. 
Demoiselles Kercher, Kramer, Heyne, Michalesi, 

Mathes, Pichler, Schunck, Seyler, Wegner, Weil, 
Theone, Theuer, &c. &c, 

Herrs Bensch, Bernard, Cronauer, Chrest, Darossi, 
Ganz, Hasterick, Hartig, Heese, Heyne, Haase, 
Heckmanns, Herbold, Sen., Herbold, Jun., Koeh, 
Hoffmam, Culdenberg, Hasterick, &c. &c. 
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THE ORCHESTRA, 
Ona Grand Scale, directed by Herr GANZ. 
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